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Q1 The Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP) was initiated by the Atomic Energy Commission in 1974 to 

*. . identify and clean up contaminated sites used in the early years of the nation's atomic energy program. Management of the 
program was transferred to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers from the U. S. Department of Energy in October 1997. 

development of the atomic bomb. Radioactive residues and wastes continued to be brought to 
the site for storage until the late 1950s. Some of these radioactive materials spread through 
erosion to drainage ditches and other areas of the site. The structures on the 190-acre site are 
a three-story building with three adjacent silos, an office building, a small storage shed, and a 
storage building. Radioactive wastes and residues are stored in a clay-capped, grass-covered 
containment structure that occupies about 10 acres. Current site activities involve the 
surveillance and maintenance of the containment structure. 

' 
In 1982 the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) began cleaning up the site and nearby 

areas. These initial efforts included construction of the earthen containment structure to 
effectively control the radioactive residues and wastes. During construction, the residues, 
which are more radioactive than the wastes, were placed in a reinforced concrete building 
foundation at the bottom of the waste containment structure. The radioactive soils and debris 
from cleanup of the drainage ditches and other contaminated areas were then placed on top of 
the residues. 

Construction of the containment structure was completed in 1986. In 1991, in an effort to 
clean up all remaining radioactive materials above guidelines at the site, about 3,000 cubic 
yards of contaminated material was added to the structure. Isolated areas of contamination in 
Buildings 401 and 403 are scheduled to be cleaned up in Fiscal Year 1998. 



Long-Term Management of Radioactive Residues and Wastes 
The containment structure at NFSS was built to control existing hazards for at least 25 

years, but the radioactivity in the stored materials will last thousands of years. Therefore a 
strategy had to be devised for long-term waste management that considers environmental, 
engineering, and cost issues. 

In 1986, DOE prepared environmental documentation that evaluated and compared 
several alternatives for long-term waste management. Due to public concerns, the DOE 
commissioned the National Academy of Science (NAS) to issue an independent study. The 
NAS report entitled "Safety of the High-Level Uranium Ore Residues at the Niagara Falls 
Storage Site, Lewiston, New York, recommended removal, treatment, and disposal off-site of 
the NFSS high-level residues. The evaluation of alternatives is continuing, and subsequent 
reports will be available for public review and comment. 

The Corps plans to address the NAS report and continue to re-evaluate technical 
alternatives. 

For More Information 
For more information, please call the FUSRAP 24-hour, toll-free public access line. 
Your call will be returned promptly. FUSRAP also has a home page on the Internet. 

Toll-free Telephone Number: 1-800-253-9759 

I Home Page Address: http:Ilwww.fusrap.doe.govl 

Please let us know if you would like to be included on the mailing list for Niagara Falls Storage 
Site. You may also contact the: 

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 
FUSRAP Public lnformation Center 

70 Pearce Avenue 
Tonawanda, NY 14150 

This fact sheet is printed on recycled/recyclable paper. 
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